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2017 Spoon Gathering 
 

Demonstrations, Presentations & Workshops 
 
Alexander Yerks gave a very popular kuksa carving demonstration last year. Given its 
popularity last year, Alex has offered to give the demonstration again. The exact day or 
time is yet to be determined, but it will be on either the Friday or Saturday. 
 
Carving a Kuksa 
with Alexander Yerks 
New York based greenwood craftsman, Alexander Yerks, is back again to demonstrate 
how to carve a kuksa, a traditional Scandinavian influenced drinking vessel, utilizing 
pre-industrial revolution hand tool techniques.  
 
Please go to  www.alexyerks.com/ to view Alex’s work. Alexander also has 
numerous videos on YouTube. 
 
Alex has dedicated his life to working with trees and utilizing natural resources where he 
lives in the forested mountains of Upstate, New York. It’s been a daily part of his life for 
the past six years, and also part of his focus of as a professional photographer. 
 
All of his carving materials are locally harvested from the forest that surrounds the yurt 
where he lives. Each day you can catch him hiking with his pack basket, carrying down 
large rounds of birch that he carves with his axe into various Scandinavian influenced 
handcraft items he often calls kitchen sloyd. His focus is uncovering the techniques and 
philosophy of yesteryear and trying to see where it fits in the modern world we live in. 
 
He believes we all have a connection with our natural environment and can enrich our 
lives if we surround ourselves with simple items crafted from the forest. 
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Thursday, June 8 
 
 
Noon 
  
Spoon Gathering Begins.  
Alexander Yerk’s kuksa carving class will be utilizing the main school building till noon. 

Attendees are welcome to arrive before noon to set up camp.  
 
Thursday afternoon 
 
Gathering Spoon Blanks: A Woodsy Adventure 
with Del Stubbs and Yuri Moldenhauer 
Del and Yuri will lead an expedition into the woods close by Milan to source and cut 
blanks from suitable trees. This is a valuable exercise for anyone wishing to harvest 
their own spoon blanks. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Evening 
 
Show and Tell: Show and talk about your favorite projects, ask questions, and share 
knowledge. Grab a beverage and bring along your latest or favorite projects to share 
with the group. 
Rod Termaat 
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Friday, June 9 
 
Friday morning 
 
8:30 a.m. In front of the school 
Official Welcome and Introduction to the Day’s Activities 
 
 
Basic Sharpening: Community sharpening at its best 
Various instructors 
Correct sharpening of your tools is an art. Visit the sharpening station to have all your 
questions answered. A sharpening expert will be available to help you sharpen your 
tools 
 
Beginners Corner: The Basics 
Various instructors 
Location: Small tent 
Experienced spoon carvers will hold a hands-on spoon carving workshop for novices. 
This is a great opportunity for beginners to learn the basics, including technique and 
safety. 
 
Turtle Coffee Scoop 
with Rod Termaat  
Over the years Rod have carved and given away several of these little turtle shaped 
coffee scoops. This demo/class will focus on how to carve your own. This is not just any 
coffee scoop, but one that will remind you your time at the Spoon Gathering every 
morning, and have you counting down the days until next year. This is a fun interactive 
demo/class. We will cover how to carve the turtle scoop as well as other aspects of 
spoon embellishment. 
 
 
Friday afternoon 
 
Bandsaw Bonanza: Roughing out blanks on a bandsaw 
With Del Stubbs 
Learn the not so old fashioned way of making spoon blanks. Most of us have done this 
at some time, so it is best to learn the proper method. Utilizing a selection of tree limbs 
gathered on Thursday for blanks, Del will hold a demonstration and workshop on how to 
efficiently and effectively cut out spoon blanks using a bandsaw. 
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Spoon Doctor 
Various instructors 
Location: Small tent 
Need help or advice? Experienced carvers are ready to assist you carve a better spoon. 
Bring the project you are working on and learn from some of the best spoon carvers in 
the US. 
 
Kolrosing Demonstration  
with Ty Thornock 
 
Come learn how to create long smooth lines, tight curves, shaded areas and principles 
of design.  Learn what woods and tools to use, their benefits and drawbacks.  Ty will 
have some practice pieces of wood available to try.  Throughout the weekend he will be 
available to answer any questions you have as you learn to kolrose. 
 
Bio: Interested in art of all kinds since a young age, Ty has done drawing, painting, 
pottery and fiber arts. Three years ago he found his passion in carving beautiful 
functional wood spoons.  He pursues this in between full time work with deaf children 
and raising 6 children of his own.   
 
Using only traditional methods, Ty strives to carve and decorate heirloom quality spoons.  
He has taken a special interest in kolrosing (incising a line and filling with powdered 
pigment) as is found on many antique Swedish spoons.   
 
Borrowed from Del Stubb's Pinewood Forge website: http://www.pinewoodforge.com/kolrosing.html   

HISTORY:  Kolrosing is a very old method of giving fine line surface decoration to wood. It started 
centuries ago with simply using the tip of ones' belt knife to make fine decorative cuts - and then rubbing 
coal dust into it to bring out the pattern. The inner bark of various trees is also traditionally used 
(barkrosing). Kolrosing is an old Scandinavian tradition, dating back to Viking times and was most often 
used to decorate utilitarian objects, such as spoons, small bowls or boxes, cups, etc. This is why very few 
of the old pieces have survived - they were meant to be used. 

In Viking times, the designs were more geometric or "Celtic" in origin. These types of designs are very 
effective and popular today. In the Telemark area of Norway, we find designs which show the influence of 
rosemaling which use the flower, leaf, and vine forms. Contemporary kolrosing is not limited to traditional 
patterns - any design which can be drawn with a pencil can be done with a kolrosing knife, from simple 
borders to animal forms. 
 
Evening 
 
Show and Tell: Show and talk about your favorite projects, ask questions, and share 
knowledge. Grab a beverage and bring along your latest or favorite projects to share 
with the group. 
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Saturday, June 10 
 
Morning 
 
8:30 a.m. In front of the school 
Introduction to the Day’s Activities 
 
10 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
Spoons on Display 
All Carvers 
As is tradition, space and tables will be provided in the main room of the school to 
display your spoons on the Saturday. So bring along any spoons you have carved, or 
other spoons in your collection. While spoons are the focus, feel free to bring other 
carved items of interest, especially those related to green woodworking. Please label 
your display with your name and hometown. See one of the event organizers for 
labels. 
 
 
Basic Sharpening: Community sharpening at its best 
Various instructors 
Correct sharpening of your tools is an art. Visit the sharpening station to have all your 
questions answered. A sharpening expert will be available to help you sharpen your 
tools 
 
 
Carving for Young People: Ages 8-16 
with Paul Linden 
Paul Linden will lead a special class for young carvers. In the class, he will focus on 
things such as correct grips and safe cutting techniques. Knives, wood, aprons and 
gloves will be provided. Limit of 12. 
 
 
Beginners Corner: The Basics 
Various instructors 
Location: Small tent 
Experienced spoon carvers will hold a hands-on spoon carving workshop for novices. 
This is a great opportunity for beginners to learn the basics, including technique and 
safety. 
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Fan Birds 
With Del Stubbs  
You have seen them and wondered in awe how they are made. See it done by one of 
the best. 
Fan birds are a traditional craft from Eastern Europe. Often given as gifts, they are 
believed to bring both health and happiness to the household. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hand-carving a Bowl from Log to Finished Product 
A presentation by Paul Anderson  
Paul Anderson carves bowls with hand tools using ax, adze, draw knife, and 
gouges.  No lathe is used in the process.  Paul plans to show his slide show which 
shows his process of carving a bowl from a log to the final product.  He will discuss his 
thoughts on design features, tools with tooling skills, and different types of wood he has 
used.  If you have thought about carving a bowl maybe you can get a few ideas to help 
you on the way.  Maybe you have carved a few bowls and are just curious about how 
this guy goes about it. Paul will have some bowls to show and is open to discuss your 
thoughts and experiences with bowl carving.    
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Saturday afternoon 
 
Wooden Sheaths: Protect your knife and your fingers with a 
handmade sheath.  
With Mike Loeffler 
Join Mike as he demonstrates how to put together a simple yet very useful wooden 
knife sheath to protect your blades. This fun project can be as basic or as intricate as 
you want.  These sheaths are often decorated and can provide a canvas to practice 
detail carving and painting. 
 
Basic Sharpening: Community sharpening at its best 
With Paul Linden 
Correct sharpening of your tools is an art. Visit the sharpening station to have all your 
questions answered. A sharpening expert will be available to help you sharpen your 
tools 
 
 
Spoon Doctor 
Various instructors 
Location: Small tent 
Need help or advice? Experienced carvers are ready to assist you carve a better spoon. 
Bring the project you are working on and learn from some of the best spoon carvers in 
Minnesota. 
 
 
3 – 4 p.m. 
Spoon Circle: Duck Duck Spoon 
All carvers welcome 
Phil Steele facilitating 
Time to bring it all together. Join the Spoon Circle and put your skills to the test. Carvers 
bring a spoon blank and form a group of 12. Every 5 minutes the spoon you are working 
on gets passed on. After one hour your original spoon will return to you, a completed 
and beautiful work of art! Anyone who has carved a spoon is welcome to join in. Several 
circles may be carving at once. 
 
 
6 p.m. onwards 
Potluck Party 
Bring something to add to the table at 6 p.m. 
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7:30 – 8:30 
Craft and the Fruitcake: A presentation  
by Fred Livesay.  
Full description to follow 
 
 
Fred Livesay discovered his fondness for woodworking 
at age 7. He has trained as a wheelwright and carriage 
builder and later went on to study Scandinavian folk 
art and decorative arts. Fred is a restoration carpenter 
who also builds and repairs fine furniture, carves spoons, 
turns bowls, & weaves baskets. Fred is a founder of North 
House Folk School, a Slöjd instructor at the Waldorf 
schools in the cities, has studied hand craft extensively in 
Sweden and is a frequent instructor at the Swedish Institute as 
well as internationally at Spoonfest in England. 
 
 


